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REVIEW  OF  PROVINCIAL  ECONOMY 
SHOWS  STEADY  GROWTH,  EXPANSION 


The  year  1957  was  generally  a  prosperous  one 
for  Alberta  as  economic  activity  more  than  matched 
that  of  the  previous  year  despite  country-wide  tight- 
money  policies  and  some  business  uncertainty.  This 
progressive  trend  is  expected  to  continue  in  1958. 
Plans  already  announced  for  capital  investment 
involve  expenditures  of  more  than  $25  million. 

In  1957,  new  industrial  plants  coming  into 
production  raised  total  value  of  manufactured 
products  by  some  $50  million.  Mineral  production 
value  also  increased.  Higher  sales  of  livestock 
offset  lower  grain  marketings  with  the  result  farm 
cash  income  exceeded  that  of  1956.  Volume  of  con- 
struction did  not  match  that  of  1956  but  was  higher 
than  other  years.  Retail  and  wholesale  trade 
exceeded  1956  levels  and  employment  increased  in 
every  major  industry  with  the  exception  of 
construction. 

Agriculture  maintained  a  strong  position  in  the 
economic  picture  of  Alberta  with  farm  cash  income, 
at  $388,456,000,  up  more  than  $12  million  over  1956, 
and  up  nearly  $75  million  over  1955. 

Preliminary  mineral  production  figures  show 
that  gross  value  increased  by  $800,000  over  the 
previous  year.  Crude  oil  production  declined  by  over 
six  million  barrels  to  137,280,000  barrels,  but  higher 
prices  increased  value  by  $6  million  to  $359,399,- 
040.  Natural  gas  production  rose  by  30  million  MCF 
to  176,125,000  MCF  while  value  increased  by  $2 
million  to  $13,209,375. 

Alberta  retained  second  position  among  Cana- 
dian provinces  in  relation  to  value  of  mineral 
production  with  output  valued  at  $412  million. 


Gross  value  of  manufacturing  in  the  province 
in  1957  showed  a  $50  million  increase  over  1956  at 
$752  million.  By  industrial  groupings,  foods  and 
beverages  were  up  $15  million  to  $309,000,000,  while 
products  of  petroleum  and  coal  were  up  in  value 
by  nearly  $3  million  to  $135,000,000.  Total  production 
showed  an  increase  of  $111,000,000  over  1955 
figures. 

Retail  trade  exceeded  $1,206  million  as  com- 
pared with  $1,159  million  in  1956.  Bank  clearings 
for  the  province  were  13  per  cent  higher  than  the  year 
before  at  $8,027,342,869. 

Industrial  expansion  continued  to  stimulate  the 
development  of  Alberta's  vast  supplies  of  natural 
resouxces.  During  the  year  new  manufacturing 
plants  valued  at  close  to  $70  million  were  com- 
pleted and  began  production.  In  addition  more  than 
$13  million  worth  of  manufacturing  plant  expansion 
programs  were  completed. 

The  Hinton  pulp  mill  began  production  in  1957, 
providing  employment  for  300  to  400  employees  in 
the  plant,  and  1,200  persons  in  logging  operations. 
A  structural  steel  plant  at  Lethbridge  completed  a 
sizeable  expansion  while  the  caustic  soda  plant  at 
Duvernay  embarked  on  an  expansion  program  to 
increase  output.  The  Pincher  Creek  sulphur  plant 
began  production  as  did  a  pipe  plant  in  Calgary. 
In  Edmonton  two  plywood  plants,  two  plants  pro- 
ducing phenolic  resins  and  a  new  metal  culvert 
plant  began  operation. 


WIDE  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  PLASTICS 


Polychemiccd  Industries  Limited,  a  relative 
newcomer  to  Alberta's  industrial  ranks,  has  taken 
the  lead  in  Canada  in  the  manufacture  of  plastics. 
The  Edmonton  plant  is  now  the  only  one  in  Canada 
producing,  in  quantity,  three  primary  polyethylene 
products  —  pipe,  packaging  sheets  or  "film",  and 
containers.  Further  expansion  in  the  variety  of 
production  is  planned. 

Starting  a  24-hour,  seven-day  week  operating 
basis  immediately  after  opening,  Polychemical 
Industries  has  doubled  its  size  and  output  since 
commencing  production  in  lune,  1956. 

Polyethylene,  a  general  name  for  a  range  of 
plastics  produced  as  a  by-product  of  the  natural 
gas  and  petrochemical  industries,  is  the  major  raw 
material  utilized  by  the  plant.  Greater  percentage 
is  supplied  in  small  cube  form  by  Canadian  Indus- 
tries Limited  of  Edmonton.  Other  raw  plastic  is 
imported  from  Eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Polychemical  Industries  is  capable  of  turning 
out  three  and  one-half  million  pounds  of  plastic 
products  each  year. 

Film  or  sheeting  is  produced  by  feeding  the 
small  plastic  cubes  into  a  hopper  which  operates 
similarly  to  a  meat  grinder.  Processed  through  a 
heating  system,  the  polyethylene  is  stretched  and 
flattened  to  a  desired  thickness  and  set  up  in  rolls. 
The  sheeting  is  sold  to  converters  throughout  Canada. 
The  product  has  met  with  wide  acceptance  for  the 
packaging  of  produce,  vegetables,  fruit,  candy, 
specialty  bakery  items  and  a  multiple  of  other  uses. 


In  1957  the  firm  produced  enough  polyethylene 
packaging  film  six  inches  wide  to  circle  the  globe 
at  the  equator. 

A  stronger  film,  trade-named  "Vap-R-Chek"  is 
finding  acceptance  as  a  vapor-barrier,  equipment 
cover,  construction  shelter  and  many  other  uses. 
Low  cost  of  the  plastic  enables  truck  gardeners  to 
plant  outdoors  even  in  25-degree  temperatures. 

Tough  semi-rigid,  corrosion  resistant  plastic  pipe 
is  extruded  from  specially  formulated  cellulose 
acetate  butyrate.  Applications  of  this  CAB  line  pipe 
are  in  oil  fields,  salt  water  disposal  lines,  crude  oil 
lines,  gas  gathering  lines,  gas  distribution  lines, 
vent  lines  and  underground  conduit  systems. 

An  all-purpose  "Ebonar"  flexible  pipe  is  finding 
use  in  farm  water  systems,  conduit  for  street  lighting 
systems,  conveying  water  to  drill  rigs,  municipal 
water  systems  and  lawn  sprinkler  systems. 

Injection  moulding  equipment  was  installed 
early  in  the  year  to  produce  plastic  containers.  The 
process  consists  of  forcing  a  heated,  viscous  thermo- 
plastic material  into  a  closed  die  under  relatively 
high  pressure.  Size  ranges  vary  from  one-half  pint 
to  one-half  gallon  containers.  Tight  fitting  lids  are 
of  rigid  or  flexible  material.  The  plant  expects  to 
produce  an  estimated  28  million  containers  for  the 
Canadian  market  this  year.  Open  weave  baskets 
are  also  produced. 

The  Polychemical  Industries  Plant  is  located  in 
Edmonton's  southeastern  outskirts.  The  firm  provides 
employment  for  35  persons. 


TOWN  OF  HANNA 


Location:  Section  9-31-14-W4  in  census  division  No. 
5  on  CNR  Calgary  to  Saskatoon  line.  Highways 
No.  9  and  36. 

Altitude:  2,680  feet. 

Temperature:  Mean  summer,  57  degrees;  mean 
winter,  18  degrees;  yearly  average,  38  degrees. 

Rainfall:  Average  annual  rainfall,  9.65  inches; 
average  annual  snowfall,  47.5  inches;  average 
total  precipitation,  12.37  inches. 

Geology:  Hanna  district  is  underlain  by  Bentonitic 
sandstone  and  shale  and  by  coal  seams  of  the 
upper  Cretaceous  formation.  Surface  cover 
varies  from  10  to  60  feet  of  sands  and  clays 
which  are  glacial  in  origin. 

Soil:  Hanna  is  in  the  brown  and  dark  brown  soil 
zones.  Vegetation  is  chiefly  short  grass  prairie 
with  moisture  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop 
production.  Soils  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen 
but  respond  to  phosphorus  fertilizer  under  irriga- 
tion. Where  farmed,  wheat  is  the  principal  crop 
grown.  Cultivation  practices  must  provide  for 
moisture  conservation  and  control  of  soil 
drifting. 

Living  Conditions:  Streets  of  Hanna  are  wide  and 
gravelled  with  trees  lining  residential  area 
boulevards.  Main  street  is  hard  surfaced.  All 
grades  are  offered  at  excellent  schools.  There 
are  community  service  clubs  and  eleven 
churches  of  various  denominations.  Hanna 
Public  Library,  one  theatre,  a  drive-in  theatre 
and  a  community  hall  provide  entertainment 
for  spare  time  activity.  Sports  facilities  are 
ample.  There  is  a  curling  rink  with  five  sheets  of 
artificial  ice,  an  arena  for  hockey  and  skating 
and  a  swimming  and  child's  wading  pool. 
Health  services  include  a  modern  50-bed 
hospital. 

Administration:  Town  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and 
six  councillors.  Mayor  is  elected  for  a  two  year 
term  and  two  councillors  are  elected  each  year 
for  a  three-year  term.  A  secretary-treasurer  ad- 
ministers the  town's  affairs  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  set  by  council. 

Law  Enforcement:  The  town  has  its  own  police 
constable  while  the  RCMP  police  the  district. 
There  is  a  resident  police  magistrate  and  a 
justice  of  the  peace. 

Fire  Protection:  Headed  by  a  fire  chief  and  14 
volunteers,  the  fire  brigade  has  at  its  disposal 
adequate  equipment  and  fire  hydrants  to  assure 
efficient  fire  protection. 


HANNA 
ALBERTA 


Tax  Structure:  Mill  rate  in  1957  was  58  mills,  made 
up  of  21  municipal,  30  school  and  seven  hospital. 
Assessment  was  $2,477,000  based  on  land,  100 
per  cent  value,  $483,000,  and  improvements,  100 
per  cent  of  fair  value,  $1,994,000. 

Area:  Total  area  of  town  is  480  acres  with  76  acres 
of  streets  and  lanes  and  eight  acres  of  parks 
and  playgrounds.  There  is  one-half  mile  of 
asphalt  road  and  15Vfe  miles  of  streets  and 
alleys.  There  are  six  miles  of  cement  and 
asphalt  sidewalks. 

Sewer  and  Water:  There  are  five  miles  each  of  sewer 
and  water  mains  and  one  mile  of  storm  sewers. 

Power:  Three  phase  60-cycle  power  is  supplied  by 
Canadian  Utilities  Ltd.  Minimum  charge  of  $1.25 
per  month.  Residence  rates:  first  25  kwh  used 
per  month  cost  six  cents  per  kwh;  next  100 
kwh,  three  cents  per  kwh,  and  excess  kwh  used 
per  month,  two  cents  per  kwh.  There  is  a  demand 
charge  of  50  cents  per  month. 
Commercial  rate:  Demand  charge,  50  cents  per 
month  for  each  1,000  watt  connected  load. 
Energy  charge:  first  50  kwh  at  six  cents  per 
kwh;  next  200  kwh  at  five  cents  per  kwh;  excess 
kwh  at  three  cents  per  kwh.  Special  power  rates 
are  available  for  large  industrial  users. 

Water:  Town  supply  is  obtained  from  a  dam  two 
miles  west  of  the  townsite.  Water  is  pumped 
into  a  filter  plant  and  then  into  a  55,000  gallon 


elevated  tower.  Rates:  first  3,000  cubic  feet  or 
less  used  per  month,  $4.00;  all  additional  at  80 
cents  per  M.  cubic  feet.  Minimum  charge,  $4.00 
per  month. 

Natural  Gas:  Is  supplied  by  the  Plains  and  Western 
Gas  and  Electric  Company.  Rates:  first  two  mcf 
or  less  per  month,  $2.00;  next  40  mcf  per  month 
at  52  cents  per  mcf;  next  78  mcf  at  45  cents  per 
mcf,  and  over  120  mcf  at  40  cents  per  mcf. 
Minimum  charge:  $2.00. 

Fuel:  There  is  15,000  gallon  storage  capacity  for 
L.P.  gas  with  heat  value  of  2,521  b.t.u.  Rates:  100 
lb.  cylinder,  $6.50;  bulk,  18  cents  per  gallon. 
Diesel  fuel  at  19  cents  per  gallon  winter  grade 
and  17 'Vz  cents  per  gallon  summer  grade.  Very 
little  coal  is  used.  There  are  mines  15  miles  west 
of  the  town. 

Natural  Resources:  Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  dairy 
products,  poultry  and  eggs,  horses,  sheep,  cattle, 
hogs,  oil  and  gas,  coal,  sand  and  gravel. 

Government  Offices: 

Federal:  Post  Office,  RCMP. 

Provincial:    Alberta    Government  Telephones, 

Liquor  Store,  Treasury  Branch,  Police  Magistrate, 

Court  House,  Special  Areas  Office. 

Municipal:    Town    office    housing  secretary 

treasurer  and  staff,  council  chambers,  fire  hall, 

library,  public  works  superintendent. 

Health  Services:  Hanna  Municipal  Hospital  has  50 
beds  and  ten  bassinets.  There  are  four  physi- 
cians, one  dentist,  two  chiropractors,  one 
optometrist,  two  drug  stores,  one  funeral  director. 

Professional  and  Personal  Services:  Three  auditors 
and  public  accountants,  two  barristers  and 
solicitors,  two  barber  shops,  two  beauty  parlors, 
two  watch  repair  shops. 

Transportation:  Calgary-Saskatoon  line  of  CNR; 
Greyhound  bus  lines  to  and  from  Calgary;  taxi; 
daily  freight  hauling  to  and  from  Calgary. 

Communication:  Hanna  Herald,  weekly  newspaper; 
Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Post  Office; 
Radio  CFAC,  CFCN  and  CKXL,  Calgary  and 
CHCT-TV,  Calgary. 

Financial  Facilities:  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Treasury 
Branch. 

Hotels:  National  and  Seymour.  Rates:  $2.00  up. 

Churches:  Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Free 
Evangelical,  Pentecostal,  Latter  Day  Saints, 
Lutheran,  Baptist,  Church  of  Christ,  Alliance 
Tabernacle  and  Salvation  Army. 


Lodges:  Masons,  Eastern  Star,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Service  Clubs:  Kinsmen,  Lions,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary  to 
the  Canadian  Legion,  I.O.O.F. 

Societies  and  Associations:  Red  Cross  Society,  Fish 
and  Game  Association,  Athletic  Association, 
ladies'  church  organizations,  Home  and  School 
Association,  Teachers'  Association. 

Education:  Hanna  School  District  has  21  rooms  and 
22  teachers  for  grades  1-12.  There  are  400  public 
school  and  154  high  school  students.  Optional 
classes  include  typing,  drama,  art,  home  eco- 
nomics, shop  and  music.  Sullivan  Lake  School 
Division  has  30  classrooms,  30  teachers  and  540 
pupils.  Fifteen  buses  and  five  snowmobiles 
transport  students  to  the  schools, 
A  business  school  offers  a  complete  commercial 
course. 

Cultural  Activities:  Hanna  Public  Library  with  2,000 
volumes  is  open  twice  weekly.  Other  activities 
include  music,  art  and  drama. 

Youth  Activities:  Scouts,  Cubs,  4H  Club,  Calf  Club, 
CGIT  and  Explorers. 

Fairs:  Annual  Stampede. 

Co-operatives:  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Co-op  General 
Store,  United  Grain  Growers,  Co-op  Implements. 

Population:  2,500,  estimated  1957.  Trading  area, 
9,219. 

Trading  Area:  On  the  north,  25  miles;  on  the  south, 
60  miles;  on  the  west,  20  miles,  and  on  the  east, 
30  miles. 

Industrial  Development:  The  district  is  dependent 
upon  agriculture  for  its  economic  sustenance. 
Industrial  property  adjacent  to  trackage  or 
highway  can  be  purchased  from  the  town  or 
private  owners.  Sites  can  be  served  with  water, 
sewer,  gas  and  electric  power. 


For  further  information  about  Hanna 
write 

TOWN  SECRETARY, 
TOWN  OF  HANNA 

or 

Director  of  Industrial  Development 
Legislative  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta 


